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STOWE VILLAGE INN BOTH HISTORI

Vail Resorts’ Epic Pass one of the best buys
on snow, with enticing early-bird perks

ROCHELLE LASH

Lauren and Mike Soelch bring a
momentous amount of experi-
ence in hard-core industries to
the quaint art of innkeeping in
Stowe, Vt.

He is arobotics engineer and
she is a construction project
manager. Together they have
aced real estate investing and
short-term rentals, and now they
have transitioned to hospitality
at Stowe Village Inn and Grant’s
Restaurant-Bar.

“The inn is both modern and
historic,” Mike said. “The vintage
appeal is intact, but it has alot
of unexpected technology for
an 1833 U.S. National Historic
Register building.

“We have powerful Wi-Fi, key-
less guest rooms, smart TVs and
cloud-based reservations and
check-in.” The inn is a half-block
from Stowe’s main street and
near a stop of the free shuttle to
Stowe Mountain Resort, where
lifts are expected to run until
mid-April. April 8 eclipse events
are planned.

Stowe: Stowe is the most com-
prehensive, entertaining year-
round tourism and sports desti-
nation in northern New England.

Both the mountain and the
town have been acclaimed

as “the best” by publications
including Forbes and National
Geographic.

Vail Resorts’ Epic Pass is one
of the best buys on snow — 2024-
2025 winter passes went on sale
this month with the year’s lowest
price and a limited-time offer of
10 Buddy Tickets at 45 per cent
off. The unlimited Epic Pass
costs US$982 (approximately
C$1,300) for access to 42 resorts,
including Stowe, New Hamp-
shire’s Attitash and Wildcat, Vail
Mountain and Park City Moun-
tain, as well as western legends
like Canada’s Whistler Black-
comb and Nakiska (site of the
1988 Olympics). That’s amazing
value considering single-day
tickets can run from C$100 to
more than $300 at various areas.

Epic Pass partner resorts
include scenic Mont-Ste-Anne
and edgy Stoneham in Quebec,
and in Europe, Crans-Montana
(that’s new), Verbier4Vallées,
Les 3 Vallées and Ski Arlberg, as
well as two snow-laden areas in
Japan. Regional offers include
the Northeast Value Pass, Epic
Day Pass, the Whistler Black-
comb Day Pass and junior prices
(epicpass.com).

Stowe’s Summer 2024 features
hikes or drives up the Toll Road
to the top of Mount Mansfield,
Vermont’s highest peak, and
Gondola SkyRides. Watch for
thrilling summit events for the
eclipse. Vail Resorts’ loyalty
program Epic Mountain Rewards
offers summer savings of up to
20 per cent off food, golf, bike
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The historic Stowe Village Inn is home to Grant’s Bar & Restaurant, elegant
interiors, and rooms in the Main Inn and Modern Motel.

rentals and more.

Lodging: The Stowe Village Inn
is a prime example of unpreten-
tious Vermont country lodging.
It has history, charm, gorgeous
public spaces and a choice of ful-
ly renovated rooms in the Main
Inn or the Modern Motel.

The classic white clapboard
exterior, black shutters and dis-
tinctive curved veranda speak
of the building’s genteel origins
nearly 200 years ago, but the
Soelch team has added today’s
conveniences and engaging inte-
rior design.

The look is pure New England
— dark antique furniture mixed
with modern leather sofas and
linen wing chairs against walls
of moss green and snowcap
white. It’s not at all dated or
cluttered, but there are lots
of collectibles, original wood
floors and elegant pieces like

four-poster beds.

The Main Inn rooms have
pillow-top mattresses, individ-
ual heating/AC and bathrooms
with rain showers. The 55-inch
smart TVs offer YouTubeTV and
onscreen ordering for services
like fresh towels. The adjacent
Modern Motel, less expensive
but with similar amenities, is
convenient because you can
unload your gear at the door.
Dining: Grant’s is as popular with
locals as it is with visitors, which
is a solid sign of good food and
generous drinks at reasonable
prices. The antique mahogany
bar is the social hub, and there
are both aprés-sports action
and fine dining in the beautiful
indoor solarium and the pictur-
esque outdoor veranda, which
overlook Little River. Grant’s
also is a top venue for weddings
and other celebrations. Bar bites
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Stowe Visitor Information
Center: 800-GO-STOWE
(800-467-8693), 802-253-
7321, gostowe.com, 51 Main
St., Stowe, Vi.

Stowe Mountain Resort
(part of Vail Resorts): 888-
253-4849, stowe.com.
Stowe Village Inn: 802-500-
3232, stowevillageinn.com;
123 Mountain Rd., Stowe, Vt.
In April-May, Main Inn starts
at US$149, weekdays (king/
queen rooms, king suites);
some rooms sleep four; two
have balconies. Including
beverages by Vermont Artisan
Tea and Coffee Co., mini-
fridge, daily housekeeping.
Weekends, holidays, June-Oc-
tober are higher. Modern
Motel starts at US$99. Motel
is pet-friendly. Partly acces-
sible.

Grant’s: 802-500-3505,
grantsbar.com, Tues.-Sat., 4
p.m.-9 p.m. Lunch will start
in June.

include wings, pork-belly won
tons or beef tacos, plus craft
beer and rotating specials like $5
margaritas. One of the signature
cocktails is the Maple Old-Fash-
ioned.

Comfort suppers might be
grilled cheese with tomato soup,
pappardelle Bolognese or a hot
honey chicken sandwich, and
fine dining features seafood
jambalaya, chicken marsala, N.Y.
strip steak or duck. Standouts
are a poached pear salad with
pistachios and pancetta, or the
vegetarian shiitake “BLT.”
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